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School Spending & Results: How Does New York Compare?

The state Business Council emphasizes how much New York spends on public schools and
questions whether taxpayers are getting their money’s worth. Research cited by the Business
Council itself helps explain some of New York’s school costs. As to performance, New York’s
education system surpasses other states in many respects — especially other large states.

School Costs in Context

In 2002-03, New York State ranked second in the nation in per pupil public school
spending.’ This rank should not come as any surprise. Schools are labor intensive enterprises’
and New York is a high labor cost state in general. The Business Council’s 2003 report, New
Yorkers at the Millennium, found that New York ranked second among all states in annual average
pay for all workers covered by unemployment insurance.’

Health insurance is another large personnel cost for schools. The Business Council recently
reported that New York overall - not just school districts — ranks third among the states in average
premium for health insurance and second in the employer paid share of premium costs."
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Public School Costs

One reason education costs as much as it does in New York State is ]
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because of the general economic climate of the state. Schools face
many of the same costs as other enterprises. School districts bear some additional costs as well.
Unionization is practically universal in New York public schools, giving management less latitude
to control personnel expenses. Pension costs are locked in by state law. Finally, it is difficult and
maybe impossible to quantify, but public schools are probably more highly regulated in New
York than in most other states. For example, a State Education Department study found that New
York school districts must file over 110 plans, reports, and applications every year.

School Performance

Global economic forces demand that America’s schools move beyond assuring universal
access to sound education for all students, and instead strive for universal proficiency by all
students. New York is a national leader in the effort to raise standards and achievement. Year
after year, Education Week assigns New York one of the top grades of any state for the quality of its
standards, assessments and accountability requirements. This year, the paper ranked New York
first, with the only perfect score won by any state.’
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New York is home to some of the nation's finest
public schools. New York public high school students
perennially dominate the national Intel Science Talent
Search, comprising more than one-third of the 300
national semi-finalists this year.” New York also had the
highest percentage of students in the high school class of
2005 taking Advanced placement classes and
demonstrating college-level mastery on at least one AP
exam.’

Children from the most disadvantaged backgrounds
typically have the most difficulty attaining success in
school. That's not an excuse, it’s a fact. Schools
everywhere have to work harder at closing achievement
gaps. But New York schools do better than most in
helping disadvantaged children succeed.
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Where New York Ranks Among the States
Demographics Rank
% of children in poverty 38th *
% of children in single parent homes 43 *

School Performance

Quality of standards and assessments Ist ¢
% of students with college level mastery in AP 8
National Assessment of Educational Progress

4th grade reading 12th
Ist among 5 largest states

4th grade math 19th "
Tied for Ist among 5 largest states

8th grade reading 15th "
Tied for Ist among 5 largest states

8th grade math 12th

Ist among 5 largest states

While New York ranks near the bottom in the percentage of children living in poverty (38",

tied with five other states
other states *
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