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School Superintendents react to Governor Spitzer’s 2008 “State of the State” speech
Albany, NY – January 9, 2008 – “With the accomplishments of his first year, Eliot Spitzer can make a claim to be New York’s first ‘education governor,’” said Dr. Thomas Rogers, Executive Director of the New York State Council of School Superintendents.  “We expect that his second year will build on those accomplishments.”
Rogers noted that in 2007, the Governor and Legislature enacted a record increase in school aid allocated through formula reforms that finally resolved the Campaign for Fiscal Equity lawsuit.  They also launched projects to update the state’s learning standards, implement value-added accountability, and enhance the State Education Department’s capacity to support school improvement.
Rogers added, “The big test will come when the Governor proposes a new state budget in two weeks.  We will be calling on him and the Legislators to keep the promise they made last year with the revised aid formula.  We will be asking them to keep in place the reforms made a year ago and assure that the formula delivers aid at the levels promised when it was adopted.”

Rogers added, “Some districts were left behind by the new Foundation Aid formula, so we will also be asking for more help to schools in high tax effort and low income communities.” 

Reacting to the Governor’s call for a commission to study property tax relief, Rogers said, “We respect the thoughtful approach that the Governor is taking with this critical issue.  The record aid increase and new property tax rebates enacted last year helped schools achieve a record rate of passed budgets last May.  Still, we know that more needs to be done to reduce the burdens that taxpayers feel.”
The commission will study how to construct a fair and reasonable cap on school property taxes.  “We will be arguing that a cap is the wrong approach, that Mr. Spitzer was right during his campaign when he said that the state should not impose arbitrary caps that take decision-making away from local voters,” Rogers said.

Rogers added, “The Governor is on the right track in directing his commission to study the costs that drive school spending.”  He explained, “In recent years, schools have struggled with the same costs as every other enterprise in America – pensions, health insurance, and energy.  But schools have less ability to rein in those costs than most other enterprises – pension contributions are set by the state and health care costs are determined by providers and through contract negotiations with unions.”
“The state should help school leaders reduce burdens on taxpayers, by promoting more shared services through BOCES, reducing special education mandates, and offering options to hold down health care costs, for example,” Rogers said.
“High quality schools are a key to this state’s prosperity,” Rogers said.  “The core challenge is avoid short-sighted actions that cause long-term damage.”  The Council will release its own report on school costs shortly, he said.
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