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Schools Grateful to Voters, Governor, and Legislature for 
investing in education 

ALBANY, NY – May 16, 2007 – “New York’s school district leaders are grateful to voters for giving 

strong support to school budgets and to Governor Spitzer and the State Legislature for their record 

investment in education,” said Dr. Thomas Rogers, Executive Director of the New York State Council 

of School Superintendents. 

Rogers’ comments came as preliminary results from Tuesday’s school budget votes indicated that 

the state could be headed for a record passage rate, exceeding the 93.7 percent rate achieved in 2003.  

In many counties, all school district budgets won voter approval and regions that have experienced 

difficulty in recent years, such as Long Island and the Mid-Hudson Valley, also saw budgets approved 

at high rates. 

“Governor Spitzer proposed a record increase in education aid this year and the Legislature built 

on that foundation,” Rogers observed.  “There was a clear signal to districts to use the aid to improve 

education and to hold down taxes.  That is what most districts were able to do,” Rogers added.  The 

statewide average proposed school tax increase is down by one-third from a year ago. 

Rogers noted that, on average, the state’s poorest districts proposed budgets with the smallest tax 

increases and the biggest spending increases.  He said, “The additional state aid made it possible for 

the poorest districts to close spending gaps without overburdening local taxpayers.” 

“Voters in some of the state’s most economically troubled regions once again approved school 

budgets at very high rates,” Rogers noted.  For example, every budget in the western most part of the 

state won approval, as did most in the Southern Tier and Mohawk Valley.  “That’s been true year after 

year,” he observed and added, “School district leaders are grateful for the confidence and hope that 

voters in those communities place in their schools.” 

Rogers noted one high profile disappointment – the Albany City School District budget was 

defeated for the second year in a row.  “Albany taxpayers are saying they are tired of paying for the 

state’s experiment with charter schools,” he said.  Charter school costs are scheduled to rise by 33 

percent under the proposed budget.  Yet, if the district is required to adopt a contingency budget, all 

cuts would come from district schools.  Rogers noted that the new state budget does provide charter 

school transition aid, but said, “Albany’s charter school funding falls far short of its needs and is unfair 

to schoolchildren and taxpayers.  The state needs to do more to help Albany and other districts 

burdened with charter schools.”  Albany will receive only $2.5 million in transition aid to offset more 

than $22 million in charter school costs. 
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The New York State Council of School Superintendents is the professional association of more than 700 
superintendents and other school district leaders. 


