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Statement from New York State Council of School Superintendents 

on Governor Spitzer’s Proposed 2008-09 State Budget
Albany, NY – January 22, 2008 – “The state budget that Governor Spitzer and the Legislature approved a year ago helped school district leaders hold down property tax increases, improve learning opportunities in poor communities, and achieve a record voter approval rate for school budgets.  We hope the coming year’s budget will enable us to repeat those successes.

“The Foundation Aid formula adopted last year promised to give schools more predictability so that local leaders could do their best financial planning and management.  We’re disappointed that the Governor has not proposed to continue the formula as adopted and to ensure it delivers aid as projected.  That predictability is especially important to less well-off school districts.  Still, in a difficult year, it’s clear that the Governor made hard choices to make education a funding priority.
“The Governor reiterated his plan to seek a cap on local school property taxes.  But his proposals to cut BOCES Aid, shift preschool special education costs to schools, and scale back on Foundation Aid will make it harder for local school leaders to manage property tax pressures.  A tax cap does nothing to help local leaders restrain costs, it would take power away from local voters, and it could do the most harm to the same schools that the Governor is trying most to help.  High quality schools are a key to this state’s prosperity.  The state needs to avoid short-sighted actions that could inflict long-lasting damage.
“State and school leaders share a responsibility to provide an education system that delivers what children need at a cost that taxpayers can afford.  We look forward to working to produce a budget that advances both goals.”
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