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To the Legislators of the State of New York:

We write as leaders of A x 9 ma&)dE §tafewide education organizations. We are

ALAN LUBIN
Vice Chair grateful for your past support and proud of the progress we havemadetogetherin
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New York State pro perty taxes.
School Boards Association

STEVEN VAN HOESEN Property tax capswould reverseour OOAOAS8 O OAAAT O GidhésAiA OO E

Secretary -Treasurer

New York State school funding. Theywould undermine our capacity tosustainone ofour great

gzﬁgglagggir‘:;ss Offcials competitive strengths z our public schools. Further, the case for caps has been based
on badinformation and incomplete understanding of theirdire impacts in other

MEMBER states.
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Conference of Big 5 So, respectfully, we ask your help in defeating this propasahd in finding better ways

School Districts

to give New Yorkers the property tax relief they need.
New York State
Association of

School Business Officials Public Schoolg A New York Success Story

New York State Every year in the state budget, you have made education funding a tppority and
Congress of that support has been essential to our success.

Parents and Teachers

new vork Sate | Your supportenabled us to win voter approval for school budgets at 99ercent
Superintendents passing rates over most of the past decade. It helped us give more students the extra
New York State help they need to reach hgher standards, to repair and modernize our school

School Boards Association

buildings, and to give more children better beginnings through UniversatreK.
New York State

United Teachers

With that help, we can point to reaprogress in strengthening our schools

School
Aaministators - Earlier this year,Education Weekthenational newspaper of record for education

of New York State gave New York the best grade of any staie its review of policies and performance.

- Perennially, that same publication has ranked our standards at the very top of all
states.

- More students are meeting our higher standardstoo. More students are passing
high school Regents exams than were even taking them just a few years agd
more graduates are meeting the requirements for Regents diplomas.
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- We lead the nation in the percent of students earning Advanced Placement crigidi high school, and in
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New York does suffer from an achievement gay@arning outcomesfor children of color and children from
economically disadvantaged backgrounds are nathat they need to be But wedo outpace most states in
closingthose gaps. On national tests, our results for disadvantaged students surpass those of most other
large urban states.Your recent effortswill help us make more progress

Property Tax Caps A Threat to Fairness

Improving fairness in school funding may be thgreatestaccomplishment of the last two legislative

sessions Property tax caps would be a retreat from that victory
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tax increases and biggest spending increasgsmproving opportunities for their school children without

overburdening their local taxpayers. Often inyears past,those same districts were forced to propose
either the biggest tax increases osmallestspending increaseg or both, at once

Caps tend to hurt poor communities most, especially when the state is unable to keep its end of the funding
bargain. Because betteroff communities can raise moreaevenue under the same percentage cap, they

are more able to make up shortfalls in state aid. For example, for about efeE £AOE 1T £ OEAa O0A
1 percent increase in local taxegvould raise $50,000 or lesg not enough to retain a single teacher.

DisastrousLessons fronDther States
Property tax caps have had disastrous consequences in other stdtethe aftermath of caps imposed by
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without hurting education. But that perception is based on incomplete information.Research fromthat
state shows thatpoor communities are less likely to seek voter approval to exceed property tax caps, and
less likely to gain approval when they doWe need to be more concerned about equity thdassachusetts

Z we have more poor communities

Also, in Massachusetts, theaps apply to both schoolsind townsas their levies are combinedand
evidence suggests towns have bosmost of thedamagefrom caps, so fa8 "00 OEA "1 6AOI
for New York would apply caps only to schoals

Also, since the imposition of capdyflassachusetts has increased state aid to education by an averag8.6f
percent per pupil, per year, on top of inflation, a pace New York is unlikely to matciNew York has

already committed to increasingstate funding to meet the CFE settlement. The prasty tax cap would

create aneed foradditional state funding increasesat a time when the state finances are already

stretched.
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our neighbor. This year, for example, New York public schools produced over oitlkird the national

AET A1 EOOO ET )T OA1 60 POAOOECEI OO0 3AEAT AAcagsivbull O
undermine our ability tosustain this great competitive advantage
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BadInformation Used to Justify Caps
It has become an accepted mytthat property taxes have been going up 7 percent a year since the STAR
program began. That is wrong.

During the period STAR (the School Tax Relief program) was phasid local school taxe rose an
average of only 1 percent a year outside New York City. In the years that followed, there were higher
than usual tax increaseg because state funding did not keep pace with some of the major fixed costs
schools face.

Last year and this yearhowever, state aid has been strongnd some of those fixed costs have moderated.
Average proposed local tax increases this year were down by almost half fnamyears ago.When state
rebates are factoredin, net school tax increasslast yearand this year averaged less than 2 percentin

40 percent of districtsthis year, the rebates more than offset local tax increases.
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that has nothing to do with schoa$. New York is one of the very few states to require local governments

to help pay for Medicaid. But you have already begun to reduce that pressrby having the state

assume a larger share of costs and by adopting other reforms.

What Should Be Done tReduce Property Tax Pressures?
Here are a few steps thagll of our organizationsrecommendyou take to help taxpayers and schools
reduce property tax pressures:

- Keep the promise on school aidrully fund the 2007 Foundation Aid formulaonsistent with the court
mandate in the CFE caseReject state aid cuts and cost shifts.

- Enact an income tax circuibreakerto help those who are already paying too much

- Help schools comtin costs make more aggressive use of BOCES shared servicesethuce overhead
costs.

Thank you again for your past support and for your commitment to preserving and advancing excellence
and equity inall our public schools throughout New York State.

Sincerely,

Edward McCormick, Chair Georgia Asciutto, Executive Director
New York State Educational Conference Board Conference of Big 5 School Districts
Deedrick Bertholf, Executive Director Maria DeWald, President

New York State Association of School Business Officia New York State PareiiacherAssociation

Thomas RogersExecutive Director Timothy Kremer, Executive Director
New York State Council of School Superintendents New York State School Boards Association

Alan Lubin, Executive Vice President Kevin Casey, Executive Director
New York State United Teachers SchoolAdministrators Association of New York State
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New York State

ECB

Educational Conference Board

The New York State Educational Conference Board is a coalition of parents,
teachers, schootelated professionals, administrators, and board members
asoci ated with every one of New Yor ko:

Conference of Big 5 School Districts 9 New York State Association of School Business Officials
New York State Congress of Parents and Teachers 9 New York State Council of School Superin tendents
New York State School Boards Association 1 New York State United Teachers

School Administrators Association of New York State



